
ACTION MEMORANDUM

JAN 5 1973

То :	 The Secretary

From:	 NEA Joseph J. sISCO

Attacks on USIS Centers in Ваnglаdesh 

Our USIS Library in Dacca remains in the control of
radical student demonstrators who occupied it following
police withdrawal on January 2. The Library has been
"renamed" in memory of two students killed in an earlier
attack and the flags of North Vietnam and the VC fly over-
head.

To our knowledge Bangladesh authorities are doing
nothing to restore the situation and the Government appears
frozen by fear of confrontation with the students. Foreign
Office officials have indicated their fear that nothing can
be done prior to parliamentary elections in March.

This is intolerable. Clearly there is going to be no
prompt action unless Mujib himself acts. We have therefore
prepared the attached message from you to the Prime Minister
emphasizing our concern and indicating our expectation that
prompt steps will be taken peacefully to restore the Librax
to us.

You should also know that the Ambassador-designate
from Bangladesh plans to depart Dacca shortly for arrival
here. We question whether you or the President would want
to receive him with circumstances unchanged in Dacca. If
no action has been taken as a result of your message by
early next week, we think we should consider informing
Dacca that his arrival at present would be inappropriate.

Recommendation:

That you approve the attached cable.
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1/5/73 ЕХТ :20466
THE SECRETARY

NEA:JJSISC4
S/S- MR. ELIOT

NEA:AMBASSADOR MEYER
USIA:GAUSTIN

	

' IMMEDIATE	 DACCA	 .

	

IMMEDIATE	 NEW DELHI, ISLAMABAD, CALCUTTA

FOR CHARGE

1. YOU SHOULD SEEK EARLIEST POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT WITH
FOREIGN MINISTER TO TRANSMIT FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM	 '
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER MUJIBUR RAHMAN.

2. QUOTE. DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: IT IS WITH REGRET
THAT I FIND IT NECESSARY AT THIS TIME TO CONVEY TO YOU
ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT OUR CONTINUING CONCERN OVER
ATTACKS ON U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICES IN BANGLADESH AND THE
CONTINUED OCCUPATION OF ONE OF THESE OFFICES BY
DЕМОNSTRATORS. WE ARE GRATIFIED TO HAVE YOUR GOVERNMENT'S
EXPRESSION OF REGRET OVER THESE INCIDENTS AND THE OFFER
OF COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES. HOWEVER WE ARE DISMAYED
OVER THE WITHDRAWAL OF POLICE PROTECTION FROM OUR
INFORMATION SERVICE LIBRARY IN DACCA ON JANUARY 2 IN THE FACE
OF AN OBVIOUS THREAT FROM HOSTILE STUDENTS, WHICH PER-
MITTED THESE STUDENTS TO TAKE OVER THE BUILDING.

з . QUOTE. WE ARE SADDENED BY THE FACT THAT DURING ONE
OF THE ATTACKS ON THE LIBRARY IN DACCA TWO LIVES WERE
LOST AND OTHERS INJURED. I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WE
APPRECIATE THE DIFFICULTIES SUCH STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS
POSE FOR YOUR GOVERNMENT AND YOUR DESIRE TO AVOID ANY
FURTHER VIOLENT CONFRONTATION OF THIS KIND. NONETHELESSI AM SURE YOU APPRECIATE THAT MY GOVERNMENT FINDS IT
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY OUR PERSONNEL ARE DENIED ACCESS
TO OFFICES AND FACILITIES WHICH FORM A PART OF OUR MISSION
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IN DACCA. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT I TAKE THIS STEP
OF WRITING DIRECTLY TO YOU WITH AN EXPRESSION OF HOPE
AND EXPECTATION THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL FIND WAYS
PEACEFULLY TO RES ТОRE ТНIS PROPERTY TO US AND ASSURE THE
SAFE ТY OF OUR PERSONNEL IN ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL.
DIPLOMATIC PRACTICE.

4. QUOTE. WITH WARM PERSONAL REGARDS. SINCERELY YOURS,
WILLIAM P ROGERS	 END QUOTE.

5. GDS. YY
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